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Jim Murphy MP Demoted
Posted by Ernhw Ltd - 07 Oct 2013 15:19
_____________________________________

Courtesy Channel 4 News

    

All change in Labour

Labour leader Ed Miliband has also been announcing a reshuffle on Monday. The biggest changes to
the shadow cabinet include the ousting of Liam Byrne, as shadow secretary of state for work and
pensions, and Stephen Twigg, as shadow secretary of state for education. However Mr Byrne will
remain on the front bench as higher education spokesman.

In what will be seen as a demotion, Jim Murphy MP has been turfed out of the defence department to
international development.

============================================================================

Questions over Labour policy on Trident after Murphy moved
Posted by Ernhw Ltd - 08 Oct 2013 12:35
_____________________________________

Kate Devlin

UK Political Correspondent

JIM MURPHY has been dropped as Labour's Shadow Defence Secretary in a reshuffle insiders believe
could pave the way for a change in the party's policy on Trident.

The East Renfrewshire MP, who moves to the international development brief, was the surprise
casualty in a series of moves widely viewed as a purge of Blairites.

Among those also demoted were Liam Byrne, who lost his job at welfare and Stephen Twigg, who was
replaced at education.

Labour sources said Mr Miliband wanted to promote talented women and rising young stars to his
frontbench team. But the reshuffle was regarded by many as a move to the left.
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The Conservatives seized on the changes, pointing to a call last year by the leader of the Unite union
Len McCluskey for a number of the key players, including Mr Murphy and Mr Byrne, to be fired.

The Tories said the shake-up meant that, as well as Ed Miliband, Mr McCluskey now had his dream
team in the shadow cabinet.

Senior party figures also suggested the move could allow the Labour leadership to change its position on
the UK's nuclear deterrent. Mr Murphy has argued staunchly against a scaled-back replacement for
Trident, of the kind proposed by the LibDems.

Sources close to Ed Miliband insisted Labour's position on the ageing nuclear weapons system was
unchanged.

Mr Murphy said that, as well as taking on the international development brief, he had also been in
contact with former Labour Chancellor Alistair Darling and hoped to play a bigger role in the Better
Together campaign against independence.

Vernon Coaker, who is considered to have done a good job in Northern Ireland, takes over at defence.

The Labour leader also used the reshuffle to promote a number of women to key positions. They include
Rachel Reeves, famously dubbed &quot;boring, snoring&quot; by the editor of Newsnight last month,
who takes over from Mr Byrne at work and pensions.

Mr Byrne is now responsible for higher education but has no seat at Labour's top table.

Elsewhere, Maria Eagle has been moved from shadow transport, where she was a keen supporter of
the HS2 high-speed rail project, to environment.

The move comes just weeks after Ed Balls, the shadow chancellor, used his speech at Labour's
conference to openly question whether the scheme was the best use of £50 billion of public money.

Michael Dugher, a former spokesman for Gordon Brown, was promoted to shadow Cabinet Office
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minister. Mr Brown's former adviser Spencer Livermore will also return to manage the party's general
election campaign.

Overseeing his role will be Douglas Alexander, who remains as shadow foreign secretary, and Mr
Dugher.

Labour sources insisted Mr McCluskey had not been consulted about the reshuffle and the changes did
not represent a cull of Blairites.

One source said: &quot;I think you will find that we have gone a lot past the days of factionalism. Jim is
still a member of the shadow cabinet. Liam and Stephen have got very important roles which they are
very happy with.&quot;

He also pointed to the appointment of Lord Falconer, seen as a key Blairite, who will advise Mr Miliband
on planning for government.

Other women promoted include Emma Reynolds, who becomes shadow housing minister and shadow
equalities minister Gloria de Piero. Both will attend shadow cabinet meetings, as will Liz Kendall in her
role as shadow minister for care and older people.

TV historian and Labour MP Tristram Hunt has been given the education brief.

Labour sources said almost half - 44% - of the shadow team were now women.

Conservative Party chairman Grant Shapps said: &quot;Len McCluskey is the real winner of this
reshuffle.

============================================================================

Re: Questions over Labour policy on Trident after Murphy moved
Posted by Gordon McCaskill - 17 Oct 2013 05:06
_____________________________________

I rather suspect that it was Jim Murphy's stance on Syria rather than any nonsense about Trident that led
to his being ousted from the Defence brief. Although he voted with the Opposition on the Syria vote, he
was more than a little vociferous about the outcome. So is Jim's career on the downward slide?
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Well firstly Jim has to get re-elected in 2015 which one would think with a 10,000 majority would be quite
easy. Although plenty of MPs have lost their seats with similar majorities. Secondly, if Ed Milliband wins
in 2015 then Jim's career is certainly looking a little sickly.  Time will tell.
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